Reduction of right medial pulvinar volume and neuron number in schizophrenia.
Several studies have described a reduction of pulvinar volume and/or neuronal number in schizophrenia (SZ). In order to better localize these changes, we assessed volume and neuronal number of the pulvinar and several of its subdivisions in postmortem material from subjects with chronic SZ and subjects with no psychiatric history. Total pulvinar volume and neuronal number were significantly lower in SZ and these differences were significant in only in its medial division. The medial pulvinar interconnects various heteromodal cortical regions suggesting that these deficits may contribute to the abnormalities of higher order integrative functions characteristic of schizophrenia.